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economies in our administration. I have been blamed for imposing taxes for which the immediate reason did not appear to have been; foreseen by my critics. I might, if I were so disposed, point to this very resolution as my supreme justification. I have no wish, however, to enter into controversy to-day, and I would only suggest for the consideration of the Council that I leave the resources of India on a stronger and a sounder foundation than when the opium danger was first on the horizon, and that, when temporary difficulties arise, there may be other and preferable methods of dealing with them than by further additions to the indirect taxation of this country.
" 2. On this point it is needless for me to insist further. It is needless, mainly because the real purpose of the present resolution is to open the discussion of a matter which we are all agreed may at any time become of the most vital importance to India's financial and economic position. I would rather, therefore, look at the spirit than at the letter of the resolution, and come at once to a dispassionate consideration of the great and far-reaching issues which the Hon. Member's proposal has raised. "3. I preface my remarks by saying that the pressure attributable to recent events has made it impossible for me to bring up to date or, indeed, to verify the figures I shall use, but I am fairly certain that any modifications in regard to them which might have to be made would not affect my conclusions.
"4. Also before dealing with the main question, I desire to make pur position clear, and to state what our attitude is, and, indeed, must be.
" Although the Government of India are not in a position and do not now desire to declare ii